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Armies had been suffering a series of heavy disasters, and their
case was desperate, To ease the pressure on their Allies in the
East, and to liberate their northern provinces, the French
had prepared a grand attack and the long swaying battle along
the Western Front grew to one of its intense climaxes in the
autumn of 1015. Greece was prepared to eome to the help of
Serbia even if tin* Allies could provide only 150,000 men; but the
French were fully occupied in Arfois and Champagne* and the
British were no less desperately engaged between Lens and the
Ln Bnssee Omul. Kir Ion Hamilton passionately protested that he
was himself besieged on his strip of beach when it was proposed
to send two of his divisions to Salonika, On the 25th September,
Bulgaria ordered a general mobilisation, ML Veni/idos was
prepared to risk everything on inter vent ton; but the King of the
Hellenes refused his assent* and forced his Prime Minister out
of oilier. On the 5th October, 1915, despite a vote of confidence
from the Chamber, Vettittebs resigned. The King find the General
Stuff, with more*, knowledge of things military and more pru*
denoe than the politicians, considered that to send the Greek
Army to the North in the support of Serbia was too risky an
operation. The new Greek (ilovennnent proclaimed an armed
neutrality*
On the Olh October, 101S, the storm burst upon the Balkans,
Haekensen crossed the Danube with nine German and Austrian
divisions- raw troops in the nuiin but well supported with
artillery. Two days Inter the Bulgarians invaded Serbia from
the East and under this double mid converging attack what
remained of the Serbian Army wan driven into the mountains
of Albania*
The British Government meanwhile hesitated between the
rival claims of Serbia and GalHpoli, On the 11th October a
joint Staff Conference decided in favour of (iallipoli against
the Balkans, and the same day the Dardanelles Committee of
the Cabinet decided against going further with the despatch of
troops to Salonika* On the 12th it undertook to provide 200,000
men by the 1st of January, 1916, on the condition that Greece
and Roumania declared war at once upon the Central Powers*
It m$ eventually decided, by a characteristic compromise, to
send a force to Egypt, so that it might be available for